Second neoplasms in acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
The authors reviewed 61 reported cases of second neoplasms in acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL), including 17 patients with ALL followed by another type of acute leukemia, 12 patients with ALL followed by chronic myelocytic leukemia, 19 patients with ALL followed by lymphoma, and 13 patients with ALL followed by other solid tumors. From a review of the literature, it is believed that there is no firm evidence yet that patients with ALL, intensively treated with chemotherapy and/or radiotherapy, are at increased risk of developing therapy-related second neoplasms. Because the number of cases reported is small, there is even insufficient data to firmly suggest that acute myeloblastic leukemia, following intensive therapy for ALL, occurs in a higher-than-expected frequency.